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· COMPETENCY MAP
Use this online tool to track your performance and progress through your course.
CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
Your MSN capstone project will allow you the opportunity to design a comprehensive plan to address a need within a target population and setting of your choice. As a master's-level nurse you will be expected to create and implement plans and evaluate their outcomes. Being able to envision a pathway for a project to move from the idea phase all the way through the evaluation phase is a critical skill.
The assessments in this course will give you the opportunity to create specific sections of your project, allowing you to narrow your focus to specific considerations for each section. Your final submission for your capstone project will bring together all the sections you have worked on in the previous assessments. You will incorporate relevant revisions you have made to those sections based on feedback from your instructor, as well as feedback you have received or observations you may have made during your practicum experience. True professionals can learn to strive for continuous improvement in their work and incorporate feedback from colleagues and leaders to help scaffold improvement efforts. By successfully synthesizing the various sections of this project together into one final artifact, you will have demonstrated your competence in this essential skill.
You may approach your capstone project from a theoretical standpoint—writing about what you intend to do. However, if your practicum site and preceptor are amenable to the idea, you might carry out some or all of your project during your practicum experience. If that is the case, you are welcome to write the relevant aspects of your project based on what you have done or are doing. If you are reporting on actual experiences please remember that you are following all relevant privacy laws and policies.
Some examples of appropriate projects are:
· Community-based intervention to address teen pregnancy among Native Americans.
· School-based intervention to address adolescent obesity.
· Educational program to help nurses implement IV best practices in the emergency room.
· Policy proposal to remove barriers for government aid recipients to receive breast cancer treatment at a private clinic.
· Training program for new nurses working with the Hmong community.
· Curriculum to educate young Latina women, ages 18–24, about HIV prevention.
· Web site to educate adult patients recently diagnosed with diabetes about proactive self-care.
· Please see the Assessment 6 description for an outline you should use to structure your final project submission.

